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Abstract

This paper contributes to conflicting evidence on the link between poverty and risky sexual behaviour by examining the effect of
wealth status on age at first sex, condom use, and multiple partners using nationally representative adolescents' data from Burkina
Faso, Ghana, Malawi, and Uganda. The results show that the wealthiest girls in Burkina Faso, Ghana, and Malawi had later
sexual debut compared with their poorer counterparts but this association was not significant for Uganda. Wealth status was
weaker among males and significant only in Malawi, where those in the middle quintile had earlier sexual debut. Wealthier
adolescents were most likely to use condoms at the last sexual act, but wealth status was not associated with number of sexual
partners. Although the link between wealth status and sexual behaviour is not consistent, there is evidence that poor females are
vulnerable to infection because of earlier sexual debut and non-use of condoms.

Keywords: Adolescents, Sub-Saharan Africa; Sexual and Reproductive Health; Poverty

References

White R, Cleland J, Caraél M. Links between premarital sexual behaviour and extramarital intercourse: a multi-site analysis.
AIDS 2000; 14:2323-3231

O'Farrell N. Poverty and HIV in sub-Saharan Africa. The Lancet 2001; 357: 636-637.

Shelton JD, Cassell, M Adetunji A. Is poverty or wealth at the root of HIVV? The Lancet 2005; 366: 1057-1058.

Mishra V et al. Are the poor more affected by HIV/AIDS in sub-Saharan Africa? Paper presented at the 2006 HIV/AIDS
Implementers Meeting of the President's Emergency Plan for AIDS Relief, Durban, South Africa.

Butler C. HIV and AIDS, poverty, and causation. The Lancet 2000; 356:1445-1446

Fenton L. Preventing HIVV/AIDS through poverty reduction: the only sustainable solution? The Lancet 2004; 364: 1186-1187.

Richens J, Imrie J, Weiss H. "Human immuno-deficiency virus risk: is it possible to dissuade people from having unsafe sex?"
Journal of the Royal Statistical Society Series A, 2003; 166 (2): 207-215.

Hargreaves JR, Morison LA, Chege J, Rutenberg N, Kahindo M, Weiss HA, Hayes R, Buvé. Socioeconomic status and risk of
HIV infection in an urban population of Kenya. Tropical Medicine and International Health 2002; 7: 793-802.

Kongnyuy EJ, Wiysonge CS, Mbu RE, Nana P and Kouam L. Wealth and sexual behaviour among men in Cameroon. BMC
International Health and Human Rights 2006; 6: 11

Booysen F. HIVV/AIDS, poverty and risky sexual behaviour in South Africa. African Journal of AIDS Research 2004; 3: 57_67

Hallman K. Socioeconomic disadvantage and unsafe sexual behaviors among young women and men in South Africa. The
Population Council, Working Paper No. 190. 2004

Zulu EM, Dodoo FN, Ezeh AC. Sexual risk-taking in the slums of Nairobi, Kenya, 1993-98. Population Studies 2002; 56: 311-
323.

Akwara PA, Madise NJ and Hinde A. Perception of HIV/AIDS and sexual behaviour in Kenya. Journal of Biosocial Science
2003; 35: 385-411.

Amuyunzu-Nyamongo M, Biddlecom AE, Ouedraogo C, Woog V. Qualitative Evidence on Adolescents' Views of Sexual and
Reproductive Health in Sub-Saharan Africa. Protecting the Next Generation: Understanding HIV Risk among Youth
Occasional Report No. 16, 2005. New York: Guttmacher Institute

Feldman DA, O'Hara P, Baboo KS, Chitalu NW, Lu Y et al. HIV prevention among Zambian adolescents: developing a value
utilization/norm change model. Social Science and Medicine 1997; 44: 455-468.

Bohmer L Kirumira EK. Socioeconomic context and the sexual behaviour of Ugandan out of school youth. Culture, Health and
Sexuality 2000; 2: 269-285.

Joint United Nations Programme on HIV/AIDS (UNAIDS). Report on the Global AIDS Epidemic. 2006. UNAIDS, Geneva.



18.

19.

20.

22.

23.

24.

25.

26.

27.

28.

29.

30.

31.

32.

33.

Further details about the study, partners involved and regional as well as country-specific study reports produced so far can be
accessed at the Guttmacher Institute Website: http://www.gutt macher.org/sections/adolescents.php

Filmer D, Pritchett L. 1998. Estimating Wealth Effects without Income or Expenditure Data - or Tears: Educational Enrolment in
India. World Bank Policy Research Working Paper No. 1994. The World Bank, Washington DC.

StataCorp. 2005. Stata Statistical Software: Release 9. College Station, TX: StataCorp LP.

. Genius SJ, Genius SK. Commentary: adolescent behaviour should be priority. British Medical Journal 2004: 328

Meekers D, Calves AE. "Main" girlfriends, girlfriends, marriage, and money: the social context of HIV risk behaviour in sub-
Saharan Africa. Health Transition Review 1997; 7(Suppl.): 361-375.

Machel JZ. Unsafe sexual behaviour among schoolgirls in Mozambique: A matter of gender and class. Reproductive Health
Matters 2001; 9: 82-89.

Nnko S, Pool R. Sexual discourse in the context of AIDS: dominant themes on adolescent sexuality among primary school pupils
in Magu District, Tanzania. Health Transition Review 1997; 7(Suppl. 3):85-90

Luke N. Age and economic asymmetries in the sexual relationships of adolescent girls in Sub-Saharan Africa. Studies in Family
Planning 2003; 34: 67_86.

Gage AJ. Sexual activity and contraceptive use: the components of the decisionmaking process. Studies in Family Planning
1998; 29: 154-166.

Dodoo FN, Zulu EM, Ezeh AC. Urban_rural differences in the socioeconomic deprivation_Sexual behavior link in Kenya. Social
Science and Medicine 2007; 64: 1019-1031.

Cleland J, Ali M. Sexual abstinence, contraception, and condom use by young African women: a secondary analysis of survey
data. The Lancet 2006; 368: 1788-1793.

MacPhail C, Cambell C. "I think condoms are good but, aai, | hate those things": condom use among adolescents and young
people in a Southern African township. Social Science and Medicine 2001; 52: 1613-1627.

Wellings K, Collumbien M, Slaymaker E, Singh S, Hodges Z, Patel D, Bajos N. Sexual behaviour in context: a global
perspective. The Lancet 2006; 368:1706-1728.

Caraél M, Cleland J, Ingham R. Extramarital sex: implications of survey results for STD/HIV transmission. Health Transition
Review 1994; 4: 181-191.

Mensch BS, Bruce J, Greene ME. The Uncharted Passage: Girls' Adolescence in the Developing World. New York: Population
Council. 1998.

Mensch BS, Clark WH., Lloyd CB., Erulkar AS. Premarital sex, schoolgirl pregnancy, and school quality in rural Kenya. Studies
in Family Planning 2001; 32: 285-301.



